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This prayer is from Abraham Lincoln, taken from his proclamation of a National Fast Day, on March 30, 
1863, and his answer to a question, just before Gettysburg, asking if the nation would survive: 
 
“Whereas, it is the duty of nations as well as of men to own their dependence upon the overruling power of 
God, to confess their sins and transgressions in humble sorrow yet with assured hope that genuine 
repentance will lead to mercy and pardon, and to recognize the sublime truth, announced in the Holy 
Scriptures and proven by all history: that those nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord… 
 
“We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven. We have been preserved these many years 
in peace and prosperity. We have grown in numbers, wealth, and power, as no other nation has ever grown. 
But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious Hand which preserved us in peace, and multiplied 
and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all 
these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. 
 
“Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming 
and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us! 
 
“It behooves us then to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confess our national sins, and to pray 
for clemency and forgiveness. 
 
“I do not doubt that our country will finally come through safe and undivided. But do not misunderstand me…I 
do not rely on the patriotism of our people…the bravery and devotion of the boys in blue…(or) the loyalty and 
skill of our generals… 
 
“But the God of our fathers, who raised up this country to be the refuge and asylum of the oppressed and 
downtrodden of all nations, will not let it perish now. I may not live to see it…I do not expect to see it, but God 
will bring us through safe.”  
 
 
	


